
 
 We live in a world that is governed by the senses. How often do we hear that old phrase, 

“I’ll believe it when I see it.”? Very often, if we can’t see or hear or touch something, we can’t 

believe it. Without experiencing something with our senses, it is hard for us to have faith. I 

think this is why most of us are afraid of death, why a growing number of people deny God’s 

existence, and why many Christians have trouble believing in the Real Presence of Jesus in the 

Eucharist. We have no sense experience of these things, so it is hard for us to believe with 

certainty. We are so concerned with seeing with our physical eyes that we forget that it is more 

important to see with the eyes of faith. 

 The readings for this Sunday all speak to us of the gift of faith that we have been given. 

The author to the Letter of the Hebrews tells us that faith is the realization of what is hoped for 

and the evidence of things not seen. It is faith which allows us to believe in spiritual realities 

which we cannot see - to believe in God, to believe in the Eucharist. We cannot experience 

these things with our natural senses, but with the eyes of faith we can see the Truth. It is also 

faith which allows us to overcome our natural fear of death, because faith gives us confidence in 

God’s promise of everlasting life.  

 Hebrews shows us a great model of the faith in the person of Abraham. Abraham allowed 

the Lord to fill him with the virtue of faith, and he exercised that faith throughout his life. His 

faith gave him the courage to follow God’s call to leave his home and family and to go with his 

wife to a strange new land. Through faith, Abraham believed in the Lord’s promise that he 

would be father of a great nation; and God blessed him with a son, Isaac.  
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 Finally, it was faith that strengthened Abraham to obey God’s command to offer up this 

only son as a sacrifice. Through faith, Abraham knew that if God asked for the life of his son, 

Isaac, then God would raise Isaac from the dead.  

 God put Abraham’s faith to the test He knew Abraham’s great faith and because the Lord 

wanted that faith to be an example to all who would come after Abraham. And so we call 

Abraham our father in faith. His faithfulness to the Lord teaches us how to be faithful.  

 Just like Abraham, we receive the gift of faith from God. And like Abraham we are called 

to exercise that faith. The gift of faith should lead us always to wait upon the Lord. This is what 

the servants in the Gospel did - they awaited their master’s return. They were blessed because of 

their faithfulness and their devotion to their master’s needs.  

 In the same way, we are to be faithful to God and devoted to him. Our Lord Jesus has 

promised that he will come again at the end of time. Since we are His servants, we must wait 

expectantly for the Lord’s return. This kind of faith and devotion requires vigilance. We must 

always keep watch for the Lord because we do not know when we will meet him. Whether it is 

at the end of time or at the end of our own lives, we do not know the day nor the hour.  

If we wish to be prepared for the Lord’s return, we must remain close to him in prayer, we must 

allow ourselves to be healed and strengthened by the sacraments, and we must dedicate 

ourselves to following the Lord’s will.  
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 The Lord gives us Abraham as an illustration of the faith and dedication that we are 

called to live. But he also uses Abraham as a way of prefiguring, or showing in advance, the 

mystery of salvation that would be won through God’s own son, Jesus Christ. Abraham was 

asked to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, out of love for God. In a similar way, God allowed his 

only son, Jesus, to be sacrificed out of love for each of us.  

 The Hebrew people remember God’s love that freed them from slavery when they 

celebrate the Passover meal. In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the new Passover, we remember 

the love God has for us in giving his only Son to die for our sins. But even more than just 

remembering, the Mass makes present again that great sacrifice of the Cross. Through the gift 

of faith we are allowed to be present at Calvary and to receive the Body and Blood of the one 

who died for us. Through the eyes of faith, we can see that what appears to be ordinary bread 

and wine, has truly been transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. And the Eucharist that 

we receive through faith, in turn, strengthens our faith. This is the heavenly food which 

nourishes us so that we can live with faithful dedication to the Lord.  

 As we celebrate today these sacred mysteries, let us pray for an increase in the gift of 

faith so that we may rely less on our physical senses and more on the eyes of faith. May we, 

who have been redeemed from our sins by the sacrifice of Christ, see in this Eucharist the Body 

and Blood of the one who died for us. And may the Body and Blood of Christ that we receive 

help us to imitate the faith of Abraham, who trusted in the Word of God. 

8.11.19 - 19OT(C) - p. !3


